WINTER 2012

TAS TIMES
OHSCC

POLITE REMINDER

Opening of the New Building

Membership renewals are due in
JANUARY 2012.
Yearly membership costs £15 (£2
for Junior Members).
Cheques should be made payable
to TAS and sent with a stamped
addressed envelope to:
The Membership Sec: Sarah
Mohun
Barnwell
Jaycroft
Willand
EX15 2RE
We had a stall at the recent opening
of the new Activity Centre at the
Heathcoat Centre where we displayed examples of some of our
members’ work and handed out leaflets to introduce the Society to visitors. We were actually included in the
short piece that ITV Regional News
showed on the Sunday evening –
approximately 10 seconds was devoted to us, but every little helps

(now, where have you heard that
before ...)
The as-yet unnamed new building
is spectacular inside and well
worth a visit if you are attending
one of our painting groups at the
Centre.

Alternatively, pay by bank transfer:
Sort Code:
523042
Account:
43744192
Using Ref:
Membership Fees

TAS COMMITTEE
We are now in urgent need of recruiting at least
one, and ideally two new members onto the committee. Please will you consider whether you could
help support the Art Society by giving up some of
your time to serve on the committee – committee
meetings are held from 7pm to 9pm at the Heathcoat Centre on the first Thursday of each month,
(except for April and August), so there are 10 meetings per year.

!

You would be made most welcome if you wanted to
‘try before you buy’ and attend a couple of meetings to see how you get on with us (and how we
get on with you!). There would be no obligation to
join, but it does seem to be quite addictive, as several of the current committee members have
served for many years.
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WINTER 2012
CHAIRMANS LETTER
Dear Art Society Members,
I should start with a apology to those of you that attended the AGM last month, because much of this newsletter will deal
with matters that were discussed at the meeting. I think it important that as many people as possible are up to date with
what we as a committee are doing, and the newsletter seems the best way to achieve this.
Looking back at the year, we’ve held two successful exhibitions for which Keith Benge deserves much of the credit, and
now seem very settled into our venue at the Castle Primary School; we’ve booked the hall for both of next year’s events
- the dates for next year’s exhibitions are listed later on in this newsletter. I was pleased at the reaction we got from including some works by final year students from Tiverton High School in the foyer during the summer exhibition, and we
hope to continue this relationship. The Art Department at Tiverton High School are closely involved with the Lantern Parade that was meant to take place through the town to coincide with the switching-on of the Christmas Lights. Like many
other outdoor events this year the parade had to be cancelled because of the many young children involved, but I understand it has been re-arranged for Wednesday 19th December so you should get a chance to see it if you wish – I
gather this year’s entries are pretty spectacular so let’s hope for fine weather.
While mentioning the pupils of the High School, this year we are also hoping to revive the idea of awarding a bursary to
local art students. This has not happened for many years now, so we have reviewed the conditions required in the hope
that we can award one soon. The purpose of the bursary is to help the recipient with some of the costs they will incur
during the course of their study, for example, materials. The revised conditions that the committee have agreed are as
follows:-,
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Recipients do not need to be a member of the Art Society;
They would need to apply on the recommendation of a Tiverton school teacher;
They will be required to submit at least one work to each TAS exhibition during the course of their study;
Selection of the student will be made by a TAS committee with the applicant showing, and discussing, their work;
For this the successful applicant will receive £350 for a one year course, followed by a further £150 in the second
year if appropriate.
6. (When I mention a “TAS committee” in no. 4 above, this does not necessarily mean THE committee, as we would
probably want to draw on other members of the Society to help with the selection process).
For the first time this year we had a stand at the Mid Devon Show – the aim being to publicise the exhibition which
opened on the same day as the show, and also to raise awareness of the society in the local area. Lindsay Wall put a
great deal of effort into organising and coordinating our contribution so I’d like to express my thanks for all her hard work,
as well as to other members who helped out on the day. There was a good deal of interest shown throughout the day,
but whether we achieved our aim is harder to say. However, we’re considering repeating the exercise next summer. We
also showed our face as part of TivvyFest where Lindsay (and others) manned a stall in the market all day, again to raise
awareness of who we are, and what we offer. One question that is arising more frequently concerns the submission of
Digital Art to our exhibitions. We wish to encourage this as an exciting new medium, but we think we need to define
some boundaries:
1.

Work must be from a 'blank canvas', so it is not simply a doctored photograph; this does not preclude the inclusion of digital photos within a larger digital work, but the artist must have contributed more to the overall work
than the computer did!
2. If offered for sale, the artist must state whether their work is sold as a one-off, or as part of a numbered print
run; we could not accept an unlimited print run;
3. As part of the submission process the Artist will be asked to describe, in summary, how the work has been
generated, and on request they must give details of the software they have used to create the work.
To this end we are going to be re-designing the submission form before the Spring Exhibition to make sure the rules are
as clear as possible.
Decisions taken over the last couple of years have contributed to this loss, such as setting a higher limit for the fees we
pay to speakers and judges in order to encourage a higher standard; we’ve also fixed the price of workshops at £15
which we hope makes them affordable to most members.
Cont............

!
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CHAIRMANS LETTER (CONT)
As well as our main exhibitions, don’t forget that we have two other venues where our works are on show – these are
Tiverton Hospital, and Tiverton Golf Club. At the hospital we have 35 works on show at any one time, and they are
changed on a six-monthly basis which usually means May and November. I’m pleased to report that since the recent
change-over last month we have sold two pictures – the artist will receive 85% of the sale price, then 10% goes to Hospital Funds and 5% to the TAS. I have to confess to being a little more vague about the situation at the Golf Club, but I
believe 12 pictures are displayed there, and they are changed about every nine months. Gill Fitzpatrick looks after the
Hospital pictures, and Claire Bainbridge those at the Golf Club.
From a financial point of view this year has shown a small overall loss, which is the first time for us in at least six years.
However we have been building up comfortable reserves over the ‘good’ years so feel we can afford to carry on as we
are, without raising membership fees, submission charges, or indeed any other costs to members.
One loss identified by our Treasurer, Les Tosdevin, were the two exhibitions so at the AGM we asked for opinions on
what members thought about going back to only one exhibition per year. This was overwhelmingly rejected by the
members present – in support of retaining two exhibitions, Keith expressed the opinion that this was one of the aspects
of our society that singled it out from others in the area. We are also unusual in having two judges for each exhibition
but again this is thought to provide a more balanced view when awarding prizes.
I hope this is a positive note on which to end the year, and my letter, so I’d like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas,
and a Happy New Year, from the Committee and myself.

Exhibitions Dates for 2013
Previous winners include “Josie’s
Boys” by Gillian Mitchell (image on
the left), and “Angel” by Roy Foxell
(image below).

Exhibition Calendar 2013
April 2nd, Tuesday (Spring
Exhibition)
Handing-in 9:30am - 11:00am
April 5th Friday (Spring Exhibition)
Preview 7:00pm - 9:00pm

The Exhibitions are held at The
Castle Primary School, Barrington
Street.

Bi-annual exhibitions are held in
Tiverton at Easter and in August.
All members may submit work for
display and sale.
There is also a selection of
awards presented at each
exhibition.

There is always a great mixture of
style, techniques and media, and
from all levels of artistic skill, on
display.
We believe it is the best Society
Exhibition in the area.

April 6th Saturday (Spring
Exhibition)
Opening to the public 10:30am - 6:00pm
April 13th Saturday (Spring
Exhibition)
Close down 3:30pm
July 30th Tuesday (Summer
Exhibition)
Handing-in 9:30am - 11:00am
August 2nd Friday (Summer
Exhibition)
Preview 7:00pm - 9:00pm

You can view a list the awards
for each exhibition on the
website on the awards page.

August 3rd Saturday (Summer
Exhibition)

A list of previous winners can be
seen on the Exhibition Awards
page.

August 10th Saturday (Summer
Exhibition)

!

Opening to the public 10:30am - 6:00pm

Close down 3:30pm
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THE PETER WICKHAM BEQUEST
To update you on the latest situation regarding the
bequest left to us by Peter Wickham, we got together
all the remaining works that were by Peter himself,
and displayed them at the AGM. The thought was that
members would like to see them, and may wish to
purchase some at prices that were lower than we had
offered them in outside exhibitions. One picture was
sold, so we now hold 41 works, of which 28 are by
Peter himself. This means the total that we have
raised so far exceeds £1,600 and we are keen to ensure that it is used to make specific purchases that will
benefit as many members of the Art Society as possible. If you have any suggestions for ways the fund

should be spent, please contact anyone on the committee.
We are considering another exhibition of the collection
at the Museum sometime in 2013, and possibly one at
Knightshayes. We are in the process of photographing
all the remaining works (10 are done so far) and putting them for sale on the website. Hopefully this will
reach a much wider audience.
Below are a couple of articles about Peter.
http://www.tivertonartsociety.co.uk/news.php?id=1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/paintings/tivert
on-townscape-devon-96127

NEWS LETTER IMAGES
Now that we have more room in the PDF
version of the News Letter, it is an ideal
opportunity to start to include more images
of members art work.
So to get the ball rolling:
“Black & White Beauty”
By
Glory Radford
More of Glory’s work can be seen on the
Gallery pages of the website.
If you have some images you would like
included in the Gallery, please email them
to gallery@tivertonartsociety.co.uk including, name of the image, artist name, medium and size.

!
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